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Dear Josh: 

First, with respect to the Boston anti Baltimore Syaposia-- 
as already expressed to Zinder, I think it will be appropriate to take 
up the question of DNb, TP and FA at Baltimore. It seems somei-lhat 
removed from phosphate metabolism, but the actual symposium is more 
broad than its title, and I know from last year that the people ;:ho mill 
col;.ie will have the far-ranging interest that includes genetics. As to 
Ed Taturn's program in Boston, I feel that the t%-o hours allotted for four 
big subjects, presented by a dozen people mx to a general audience is 
not enough to go very far into the frontiers of any of the subjects. It 
is not quite clear to me hol.=J far :<e can even Get on the sub.division of 
bacte&ial transformations. So I would suggest that you try to get past 
the question of nature of transforming agents by letting the Salmonella 
and Pneumococcus agents come up primarily as individual cases, IThere the 
characters transferred are the main topic. Let me know if this is in 
accord ?:ith your intentions. 

*Second, as to Norton Zinder: I did not feel free to encourage 
him about a place in my lab ahen I first wrote him about Schneider; and 
even now I do not want to try to sell hirti on my lab so much that it keeps 
him from considering all other opportunities he may have. That much being 
said, I now add that I think it fi would be a fine idea, and ~0~15 like 
vem much to bring it about. Today I confirmed that I can definitely offer 
a position with me. Now I ~:ould like to be sure that this idea has your 
approval before trying to make definite proposals for having him intervieyifed 
etc., and before I make proposals to another candidate that h;z appeared. 
Do you feel willing to have Zinder leave you just noti, tvould you cx,ant hid 
to bring Salmonella transduction with him or not to bring it, etc. From 
my point of vieiT, I am naturally more interested in pneumococcal work than 
in this species, but I can Lee that one of the next problems is to try to 
see what is common to these two systems. One of the tylo, or perhaps some 
other one, mill presumably furnish the optimum system for chemical investi- 
gation. I don't think I am unusu&.l.ly stubborn, or evangelistic either, 
if I say that I still think you zill find DflA hidden away in your FA prep- 
arations before you get through. Because I will add after saying that, that 
I think your recent observations with Zinder on Salmonella factors furnish 
the first fresh viewpoints on this question in many a month. Any&ay, you 
can see that the1.e are logical reasons why Zincier and I should find it fruii+ 
ful to make some fioint efforts. Be can presumably become an LLssistant (i.e. 
Instructor level) of this Institute, salary to be deter*mined later with the 
Director, working in our onn two chemical-bacteriUogica1 rooms, along \Cth 
me, two technicians, and for part of the year, a post-grad. felloa. 
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